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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


STARLIGHT HOLDS FIRST EVER STATEWIDE
GREAT ESCAPE EVENT at UNIVERSAL ORLANDO
SPONSORED by LOCAL ELECTRONIC ARTS TIBURON
Mobility Scooter Rental Sponsored by Scooter Vacations at ScootOrlando.com
ORLANDO, Fla. (March 4, 2009) – For the first time ever, Starlight Children’s Foundation’s Florida Office held a statewide Great Escape™ family activity for its seriously ill children and families. The event – made possible by a grant from local Electronic Arts Tiburon’s Community Connection Team – took place on Saturday, Feb. 28, and more than 250 Starlight children and families from Orlando, Jacksonville and South Florida convened for day of fun and thrills at Universal Orlando. 
Kids and their families were treated to admission to the park, a special character meet and greet and a private lunch. Additionally, Scooter Vacations supported the event through its motorized scooter program (a.k.a. electronic convenience vehicles, ECVs). 
“We are extremely grateful to EA Tiburon’s Community Connection Team, Scooter Vacations and Universal Orlando for making such a grand event possible,” said Starlight Florida Development Officer Sasha Moon. “These local companies have provided our Starlight kids and their families with an opportunity of a lifetime.”
Starlight’s Great Escapes program includes a range of family activities and events during which seriously ill children, their parents and their siblings can relax and regroup, as well as meet other families in similar circumstances. Great Escapes also provide families a chance to feel “normal” as they experience fun activities in a friendly, accepting environment. And, EA Tiburon’s Community Connection team has sponsored Orlando Great Escapes events in the past as part of its commitment to make a positive local impact.
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Starlight Florida’s Manager of Program Services Stephanie Boudreau added, “This is a landmark event for Starlight because never before have all of our families from across the state of Florida had the chance to get together. This day provided a chance for new friendships to form between families going through similar struggles, as well as put smiles on the faces of so many seriously ill children.”
About Electronic Arts Tiburon’s Community Connection Team

EA Tiburon’s employee-led Community Connection Team, finds opportunities for Electronic Arts to make a positive impact in the local community. The team is comprised of volunteers at the game publisher’s Orlando studio and engages in charitable giving and community involvement efforts throughout Central Florida, using EA's global success to change lives locally. 
Electronic Arts Tiburon is the second largest among Electronic Arts’ World Wide Studio facilities, and produces some of the top titles in the world.  Tiburon is a key EA Studio for the development and production of interactive entertainment for the PlayStation 3, PlayStation®2 Computer Entertainment System, the PlayStation®, Xbox 360, Xbox™ video game console from Microsoft, the Nintendo GameCube™, Game Boy® Advance, Mac and the PC.  For more information about EA Tiburon, visit www.tiburon.com.   

About Scooter Vacations
Scooter Vacations at www.ScootOrlando.com has the most luxurious and widest variety of mobility scooters a.k.a electronic convenience vehicles available for rent.  The company strives to provide vacationers the best experience in renting and using a mobility scooter for touring Central Florida theme parks and activities.  Scooter Vacations is also the official charitable mobility partner to Starlight Children’s Foundation and Kids Wish Network who support seriously to terminally ill children and their families.  Scooter Vacations is the first and only company to provide five different mobility scooter rental models with four models that are full-size yet still fit in the trunk of a car and one specialty on-property model.  The company offers the longest operating hours of any scooter company:  6 am to 11 pm, 7 days a week, 365 days a year and will service a scooter inside any Orlando theme park should the need arise. For more information, visit www.ScootOrlando.com or call toll free in the US 1 866-77 VISIT or direct at 1 407 705 3705.
About Starlight Children’s Foundation, Florida Office

When a child or teenager has a serious medical condition, everyone in the family is affected. For 25 years, Starlight Children’s Foundation has been dedicated to helping seriously ill children and their families cope with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities. Starlight’s programs have been proven to distract children from their pain, help them better understand and manage their illnesses, and connect families facing similar challenges so that no one feels alone. Serving more than 6,800 children each month throughout the state of Florida, Starlight’s array of outpatient, hospital-based and Web offerings provide ongoing support for children and families — before, during and after medical treatment. To learn more visit www.starlight.org/florida or call 954-318-2178.
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