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National Infant Immuni-
zation Week (NIIW) is an
annual observance to pro-
mote the benefits of immu-
nizations and to improve
the health of children two
years old or younger. 

Since 1994, local and state
health departments, nation-
al immunization partners,
healthcare providers, com-
munity leaders from across
the country, and the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) have worked
together through NIIW to
highlight the positive im-
pact of immunization on the
lives of infants and children
and to call attention to im-
munization achievements. 

This year’s NIIW, set for
April 24- May 1, 2010 will be
held in conjunction with the
Pan American Health Or-
ganization’s (PAHO) Vacci-
nation Week in the Ameri-

cas (VWA). 
Recently, several impor-

tant milestones have been
reached in controlling vac-
cine-preventable diseases
among infants and adults:

Through immuniza-
tion, we can now protect in-
fants and children from 14
vaccine-preventable diseases
before age two.

In the 1950s, nearly ev-
ery child developed measles
and unfortunately some
even died from this serious
disease. Today, most physi-
cians leaving medical school
will never see a case of mea-
sles during their careers. 

In March 2005, CDC an-
nounced that rubella is no
longer a major health threat
to expectant mothers and
their unborn children,
thanks to a safe and effec-
tive vaccine, high vaccine
coverage, and parents’ confi-
dence in the vaccination
recommendation.

Parents should
immunize infants
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

The Webb County Domes-
tic Violence Coalition will
hold its monthly meeting at
noon Wednesday, April 21.

The monthly luncheon is
open to advocates and vic-
tims of domestic violence in-
terested in learning about
resources to help women
and children in need of as-
sistance.

The luncheon will be held
at Laredo Medical Center’s
Tower B, Conference Room,
first floor.

For more information,
contact Sister Rosemary
Welsh at (956) 718-6810 or
Priscilla Salinas at (956) 796-
3223.

LMC hosts
Domestic
Coalition
meeting

KICKING OFF MARCH OF DIMES
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2010 March of Dimes embassador Kristina Cavazos mother of pre-
mature baby Carlos Cavazos carries her son Ismael Cavazos as she
speaks of her experience with March of Dimes during the 2010
March of Dimes Kickoff last Wednesday at Laredo Medical Center’s
Tower B.

WOMEN’S CITY CLUB VISITS LMC
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Members of the Women’s City Club recently partnered with the Starlight Foundation and Build A
Bear helped make bunnies to donate to kids being treated in the Pediatric Unit at Laredo Medical
Center. The bunnies were delivered over the Easter weekend to children to help brighten their
stay in the hospital. Left to right are Women’s City Club members Brenda Garcia, Nancy De Anda
and WCC president Ruby Chapa.
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