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**For Immediate Release**

BRINGING SWEET RELIEF

Funds from Sodexo and French Café bake sale used to sponsor new 
Starlight Fun Center™ at Children’s Medical Center Dallas.

Dallas, TX (June 7, 2010) Following a long tradition of charitable bake sales, Sodexo and the French café company Brioche Dorée joined Starlight Children’s Foundation™ today to dedicate a new Starlight Fun Center (www.starlight.org/funcenter) mobile entertainment unit at Children’s Medical Center Dallas. 
Sodexo is the food service management company for Children’s, running the hospital’s cafeteria and in-room menu service. Brioche Dorée Café & Bakery is one of two quick-service restaurants, which opened last year in Children’s new Tower food court. Both companies collaborated on the bake sale to purchase the Fun Center.  
The charitable bake sale began last fall when Sodexo’s team, led by Food Service Director Marty White, began selling cookies in the hospital’s cafeteria. 

“We heard about Sodexo’s initiative and wanted to be part of it,” said Brioche Dorée’s Vice President Morell Marean. “Brioche Dorée’s mission at Children’s is to brighten people’s day with a special treat—a warm cappuccino, a freshly baked cupcake or an afternoon gelato. Since we want to help the families and children served by Children’s Medical Center, it only makes sense to team with Sodexo and Starlight and make a child’s hospital stay more fun and enjoyable.”

Regular customers like Kim Arnold come to Brioche Dorée because “It doesn’t feel so much like you’re in a hospital. It feels like a café.” Arnold said the hospital’s toys make a tremendous difference for one of her chronically ill sons, and that he looks forward to particular playthings when he is destined for another hospital stay.
Starlight Fun Centers feature a Sharp AQUOS™ LCD TV, DVD player and Nintendo Wii™ gaming system to provide hours of fun and distraction. The ease with which Fun Centers roll right up to the side of young patients’ beds or anywhere in a hospital setting makes them perfect for hospitalized children in numerous situations: anticipating surgery, during long outpatient clinic treatments, waiting in the emergency room or fighting loneliness after visiting hours have ended.
“When a child is diagnosed with a serious illness, the day-to-day joys of childhood take a back seat to the rigors of treatment and hospitalization,” said Starlight Community Development Officer Mark Ford. “Our Fun Centers help ease the isolation and fear children often experience while in the hospital. We’re proud to join Sodexo and Brioche Dorée and all the employees of Children’s Medical Center in dedicating this new Fun Center.”
# # #

About Sodexo, Inc.

Sodexo, Inc. (www.sodexoUSA.com), a member of Sodexo Group, is a leading provider of Comprehensive Service Solutions serving more than ten million customers daily in corporations, health care, long-term care, retirement, schools, higher education, government and remote sites. Headquartered in Gaithersburg, Md., Sodexo, Inc. operates in the U.S., Canada and Mexico, with $7.7 billion (USD) in annual revenue and 120,000 employees. The Sodexo Foundation (www.SodexoFoundation.org) is an independent charitable organization that, since its founding in 1999, has made more than $12.7 million in grants to fight hunger in America. Visit the corporate blog at www.sodexoUSA.com/blog.

About Brioche Dorée Café

Brioche Dorée Café is the flagship retail division of the French restaurant company Group Le Duff (www.groupeleduff.com/en), headquartered in Rennes and Paris, France.  Privately owned Group Le Duff operates over 500 restaurants in Europe, North America, Argentina, and the Middle East under the Brioche Dorée®, Pizza Del Arte®, Le Fournil de Pierre®, and La Madeleine® brands.  Today there are 25 Brioche Dorée Cafes in operation across North America, where customers enjoy a broad array of hand-made sandwiches, healthy garden salads, artisan breads, freshly baked pastries, and premium coffees.  For further information, contact Morell Marean, Vice President Operations, Brioche Dorée America via email at mfmarean@comcast.net.

About Starlight Children’s Foundation Texas

When a child or teenager has a serious medical condition, everyone in the family is affected. For more than 25 years, Starlight Children’s Foundation has been dedicated to helping seriously ill children and their families cope with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities. Starlight’s programs have been proven to distract children from their pain, help them better understand and manage their illnesses, and connect families facing similar challenges so that no one feels alone. In Texas, Starlight serves more than 19,000 children and family members per month with an array of outpatient, hospital-based and Web offerings. Programs are also delivered through a network of chapters and offices in all U.S. states and Canadian provinces and internationally through affiliates in Australia, Japan and the United Kingdom. To learn more, visit www.starlight.org/texas.

